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December 12, 2006

Dear Kimberly,

First, let me congratulate you for your recent awards for Best Improvisational/Spoken Word Performance from The National Gay and Lesbian Theater Festival in Columbus, Ohio, and the National Lesbian Theater Award from Curve Magazine. These are wonderful honors and you certainly deserve them! I am so happy to see your talent recognized and rewarded.

Second, I want to thank you for your November, 2006 performance of Stripped and Teased: Scandalous Stories With Subversive Subplots and its post-show discussion at our campus. I loved this show just as much as I loved the performance you offered at UCCS a number of years ago, and I am so glad we were able to bring you back to campus. It’s my pleasure to provide you with some feedback regarding your most recent performance.

The feedback I received from other faculty as well as students and community members was wonderful! Every bit of feedback was positive. Your show had a huge impact on the audience. As a sociologist, it was most interesting for me to see the way in which you were able to help students understand important sociological concepts through your narratives. Further, they were able to “get” the issues in a much deeper, personal way, than they do in the classroom. I often do not think about performance as a methodology, however, what you’re doing on stage does exactly what we are trying to do in the classroom, but in an innovative and entertaining way! In sum, your performance was not only entertaining and thoroughly enjoyable, it was educational as well.

Your shows reach students with messages that promote healthy sexuality, gender roles and body image, and contribute to creating an inclusive climate on campus where these difficult issues can be discussed in a comfortable, educational atmosphere. I was particularly struck by how you made every member of the audience-- no matter what their gender or sexual orientation—feel comfortable and valued as a participant in the discussion. You are not only a gifted performer, but a gifted educator as well. I look forward to your next show when we can bring you back to UCCS!

Sincerely,

Abby Ferber

Director, The Matrix Center for the Advancement of Social Equity and Inclusion
Director, Women's Studies
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology
University of Colorado-Colorado Springs
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
Phone-719-262-4139
Fax-719-262-4450
aferber@uccs.edu

