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David Schulz, Whistle/ Uilleann Pipes

Musician David Schulz began his musical journey at the age of two when he started whistling (w/lips) before he could talk. In his early rebellious teen years he began playing air guitar in the living room with a custom plywood guitar of his own design. However, after working for a summer, he bought a guitar and initiated sonic assault upon his family.

David played guitar and bass in church and became known as a sensitive and talented musician who was willing try any instrument. Soon, the "Casual Fools" asked Schulz to play bass for them. David enjoyed the bass, but longed for new musical experiences. 

As a result, Schulz took up an interest in playing the Uilleann pipes. Unfortunately his pipes would not arrive in the mail for another two years, so he took up the tin whistle and bodhran.

After becoming proficient at both instruments, the Haran Irish Dancers became greatly interested in performing with him.
Soon he was performing with the Haran Dancers at almost every show and tour. David traveled to Boston, Massachusetts for the Gaelic Roots Summer Festival 2000. The festival held clinics for both dancers and musicians. At the end of the week there was a final concert where musicians of different instruments chose one person to represent the class. Out of 15 pipers David Schulz was chosen to play at the concert. David played a short yet emotional set that touched hearts and received a standing ovation.

Currently David Schulz plays for An Dóchas, records as a session musician with various artists from the Northwest and directs music for local area churches.

Jeremy Oswin, Bass/ Bohdran

Bass player Jeremy Oswin, inspired by his parents musical abilities, started playing drums, piano, and trumpet at an early age. As Oswin entered his mid-teens he took up the bass and became locally known for his musical abilities. Besides jamming with local musicians he took up an interest in sound engineering. Jeremy ran sound for anything from church functions to local band's concerts, like the "Casual Fools". Driven by an extreme interest in sound engineering Oswin packed up his bags and left Colville for intense training at L.A.s Musicians Institute.

After studying for long days and late nights Oswin graduated M. I. with the "Outstanding Student Award". Fresh out of school he was hired by Simon Franglen, arguable the best session synth programmer. Working under Franglen Jeremy worked with the likes Singer- Mary J. Blige, Bass Player- Victor Wooten (Bela Fleck and the Flecktones), Drummers- Dennis Chambers (P-funk), Steve Smith, and Virgil Donatti Guitar Players-Tim Pierce (Wall Flowers), Greg Arreguinn (Seal), Artists/ Song writers- Tina Arena (2000 Olympic song), John Ried (Ricky Martin, Rod Stewart), Andrew Lloyd Webber (for Anna Waddingham). He also got a taste of the movie industry while working on films like "The Grinch."

Jeremy Oswin now works at his studio in Colville, Washington. At times he accepts temporary jobs from Simon Franglen. Other times he travels overseas to record artists in developing countries.

Mellad Abeid, Guitar/Percussion

Mellad Abeid grew up in Kettle Falls Washington. He began playing music at age 13 when his parents gave him his first acoustic guitar. By age 14 he was accompanying the church choir and beginning to play bass in local area rock bands. Mellad went on to play guitar for the Kettle Falls High School jazz band and trombone for the high school concert band. He also started two of his own bands with students from local area high schools. 

Mellad went on to study music at Gonzaga University. Here Mellad majored in music composition with an emphasis in guitar performance. While in school, Mellad played guitar with the Gonzaga jazz big band, small combos and classical guitar ensemble, he played percussion for the wind ensemble and he sang bass in the choir. Mellad studied guitar under the direction of Leon Atkinson and Paul Grove and studied music composition with Fr. Kevin Waters S.J. In January of 2002, Mellad had the honor of winning the under graduate category of Seattle's Opus 7 Student Choral Composition Contest. This was for an Ave Maria that he wrote for full a cappella choir.

Currently Mellad Abeid is adjunct music faculty at Gonzaga University and St George's prep school in Spokane WA.  He plays with various jazz musicians around the Northwest and also accompanies former lead singer of Riverdance Broadway, Michael Londra. 

Ryan Fish, Drums/ Percussion

Ryan began drum lessons in the fourth grade from a private teacher by the name of Ken Samela. As he continued through school he was apart of Marching bands, Jazz bands, and Drumlines. During High School he played in various Rock and Ska bands. After High School he played and toured with 24 Elsinore, a Southern California punk/ska band.

In 2000-2001 he moved to Washington and helped start An Dóchas. After playing shows and recording a couple tracks on the Dragon Fly LP, he moved back to California. In 2004 he teamed up again with An Dóchas and has been with them ever since.

When Ryan is not touring with An Dóchas, he resides in Southern California writing and recording in his studio. He works with many local artists and also contributes his gift to his church.

Biggest influence: Alex Acuna/ world renowned drummer and percussionist.

Ryan is officially endorsed by Pork Pie drums.

Kimber Ludiker Fiddle

Kimber began fiddling at the age of three years, and at the age of four was named the youngest fiddler at the National Old-Time Fiddle Contest in Weiser, Idaho. Kimber has continued playing fiddle since then, also adding acoustic guitar and tenor guitar to her repertoire. She was the National Junior Champion in 2000, and in 2001 she went on to place in the top 10 of the Grand National Division. Kimber won the 2002 Washington State Championship, and was hired as an instructor for the Holy Names Music Center on the Spokane Falls Community College Campus. In 2007, Kimber placed 3rd at the national Grand Masters competition in Nashville TN.  Currently Kimber is based in Boston where she plays with many Celtic and Bluegrass musicians at local gigs and national tours.

