HARD=HARD

Closets are No Place to Live

FREEDOM

Ash Beckham
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I watched Ash Beckham light up the faces of PFLAG members with her high-energy presentation
of an edgy but respectful monologue. Ash has the ability to cross generations with her fast-paced
humor. Her use of projected images brings a smile to support her powerful message that calls
for us to change our behaviors and be more accepting of ourselves and of one another.

JEAN HODGES, NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)



is a bold, dynamic presenter who speaks about
empathy, respect, and the power of having real conversations.
Online videos of her TEDx talk "Coming Out of Your Closet" and
her Boulder Ignite speech "I am SO GAY" have gone viral with

more than 5 million YouTube views. Significantly, her message
has also become a topic of global discussion. Ash reaches
millions every day as her inspiring speeches are experienced in
classrooms, boardrooms, and auditoriums around the world.

About the Keynote "Give Voice To Your Truth"

With an arresting blend of urgency and humor, Ash takes on topics like the crippling
experience of being trapped in a closet, the difference between tolerance and acceptance,
and the need to remove the word “gay” as a pejorative from our lexicon. With wildly funny
and poignant stories, and a tough yet deeply compassionate stance, Ash tells us how to take
off the armor and be our authentic selves. She tells us how to get REAL.

Ash declares to her audiences “Hard is Hard. There is no Harder. There is only Hard.”

She gives us permission to relate to each other as direct, authentic, unapologetic human
beings. Rather than serving up candy—coated optimism, her stories offer listeners something
more tangible. She elevates her audience beyond empathy into the realm of personal
discovery, and challenges every listener to take personal responsibility for creating a much
bigger societal shift.

ULTIMATELY, ASH ADVOCATES FOR FREEDOM. Freedom to give voice to your truth,
freedom to love without limits, freedom to be the person you were intended to be.
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Topics

e Authenticity

e Communication

e Empathy

¢ Respect

e Leadership

* Peer Pressure & Bullying
e Equality

e Inclusivity

* LGBTQ

Audiences

o K-12

* College & University
e Corporate

¢ Nonprofits

¢ Associations

TEDXBoulder

x=independently organized TED event

Having Ash Beckham present to two audiences in Portland, Oregon was exciting, inspiring,
and entertaining. The dialogue has continued months following her thought-provoking, engaging

and relatable presentation. DEBBIE CASELTON, CHAIR

Diverse and Empowered Employees of Portland (DEEP)

Led and inspired by Ash Beckham, my 8th grade students have not only discovered their voice
and something they want to say, they are standing up in front of their peers and community

members and saying it.

TO BOOK ASH CONTACT:
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866-769-9037 ¢ booking@kirklandproductions.com

VAL WHEELER, 8TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER



